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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded inter-
views conducted for the Oral History of Iran Proiect of Foundation for
Iranian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with Pari Saberdi in Los Angeles in
April 19, 1985,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it
is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as
is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Paril Saberi was born in Kerman, Iran to a well-known and cultured
family., While she grew up in a traditional environment, from an
early age she developed a consciousness with regard to the rights
of women and their freedom of soecial action., Ms. Saberi completed
her highschool education in Iran, where she was witness to activities
by the Tudeh Party among the students, She then continued her
studies in France, where she became interested in theater, cinema
and writing. Upon the completion of her studies in these fields, .
Ms. Saberi returned to Iran, and pursued a career in theater,

She produced and directed a number of well-received plays with
the National Theatrical Oraganization before forming her own
theatrical group. In the late 1960s, Ms, Saberi also became
involved with theater and cinema related artistic activities

at Tehran University, and soon became the director of the
University's theater and cinema projects, a job which continued
with until the advent of the Revolution of 1978-79.

Ms. Saberi's recollections shed much light on the progress of

the arts in Iran., In additdion, Ms, Saberi's interview has much

to say about the changes in the status of Iranian women, the
Titeratil and intellectual classes in modern Iran, and the student
activities in Tehran University,
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